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The True Meaning of Christ’s First Coming (Part 6)
3. JESUS CAME TO DESTROY THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL

We read in 1 John 3:8, "For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy
the works of the devil." This message is a sentence filled with good news.

The devil is a murderer and a liar. The Bible says that he is lawless and deceitful and subtle. He
alienates from God. He blinds to the truth. He promotes selfishness and jealousy and cruelty.
But the Bible says that Jesus Christ came that He might destroy the works of the devil.

The "works of the devil" are the sins which human beings commit. Satan is the one who lures us
into temptation, and then we find it easy to let unholy desires give birth to sin (James 1:13-15).
The Apostle Paul calls them "works of darkness" in Romans 13:12 and again in Ephesians 5:11.
The passage in 1 John 3:8 suggests that the works of the devil (our sins) can become like chains
that bind us.

The word translated "destroy" is the Greek word "luo." It does not mean to demolish" or "to
break up." Instead, it means "to loosen one who is bound," or "to set free." When Jesus raised
Lazarus from the tomb, He said, "Loose him and let him go" (John 11:44). The word "loose" is
the same Greek word as the one translated "destroy" in 1 John 3:8. Christ came that He might
shatter the chains of sin that can bind us, and loose us from them. For this purpose was the Son
of God manifested, that He might loosen and set people free from the works of the devil.

Eddie Taylor was once a drunkard that slept off his drunken stupors under the boardwalk at
Atlantic City, New Jersey. He was about as far gone as a man can get. He staggered from tavern
to tavern at the south end of the city, and then after he had soaked himself with liquor, he
flopped beneath the boardwalk and slept off his stupor. He wrapped himself in old newspapers
to keep warm. (The devil brings men and women into a sorry state when they once fall under
his grip.) But one day Eddie Taylor responded to the Gospel invitation and became a new man
in Christ Jesus. From that point onward beer and liquor no longer attracted him. Jesus Christ
had delivered him. He had not touched alcoholic beverages during the rest of his days on earth.
For this purpose was the Son of God manifested, that He might loosen human beings from the
works of the devil (1 John 3:8).

From Erlinda Cruz:

Understanding the reason Jesus came is very important in receiving salvation and deliverance!
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The power of His manifestation is very key to our willingness to receive and implement the
benefits of that salvation. This empowerment gives us the tools to overcome by using the
authority and privileges given to us!

A very strong deterrent against deception. Discernment and confidence in Jesus’s finished work
a weapon to wield.
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